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merely for sale, is tempted to court purchasers by flatter-
ing the prejudices of the publick.

It has now been fashionable, for near half a century, to
defame and vilify the house of Stuart, and to exalt and
magnify the reign of Elizabeth. The Stuarts have found ,
few apologists, for the dead cannot pay for praise; and
who will, without reward, oppose the tide of popularity ?
yet there remains, still, among us, not wholly extinguished,
a zeal for truth, a desire of establishing right, in opposi-
tion to fashion. The author, whose work is now before
us, has attempted a vindication of Mary of Scotland,
whose name has, for some years, been generally resigned
to infamy, and who has been considered, as the murderer
of her husband, and condemned by her own letters.

Of these letters, the author of this vindication confesses
the importance to be such, that, " if they be genuine, the
queen was guilty; and, if they be spurious, she was inno-
cent." He has, therefore, undertaken to prove them spu-
rious, and divided his treatise into six parts.

In the first is contained the history of the letters from
their discovery by the earl of Morton, their being pro- .
duced against queen Mary, and their several appearances
in England, before queen Elizabeth and her commissioners,
until they were finally delivered back again to the earl of
Morton.

The second contains a short abstract of Mr. GoodalPs
arguments for proving the letters to be spurious and forged;
and of Dr. Robertson and Mr. Hume's objections, by way
of answer to Mr. Goodall, with critical observations on
these authors.

The third contains an examination of the arguments of
Dr. Robertson and Mr. Hume, in support of the authen-
ticity of the letters.

The fourth contains an examination of the confession of
Nicholas Hubert, commonly called French Paris, with ob-
servations, showing the same to be a forgery.

The fifth cop tains, a short recapitulation, or summary, of
the arguments on both sides of the question.